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PLAY IN PARKS 2023 
(Let ’s  Get  Creat ive  @ Stockf ie ld  Park)  

Bi rmingham Play  Care  Network
Stockf ie ld  Community  Associat ion
Bost in ’  Creat ive  Arts  and Theatre  



Play  in  Parks  2023 ,  was  run between Monday 21st  August  2023 -  Fr iday  1st
September  2023 at  Stockf ie ld  Park .  

The project  was  funded by Big  Lottery  Fund through the Bui lding Community
Together  (BCT)  Project  and del ivered and managed by Birmingham PlayCare
Network (BPCN)  and Bost in ’  Creat ive  Arts  and Theatre .  
 
In  2019 the BCT partnership (Stockf ie ld  Community  Associat ion ,  BPCN and Arts  in
the Yard)  were awarded a  Big  Lottery  Reaching Communit ies  Grant  to  work on a
project  cal led Bui lding Community  Together .  This  f ive-year  project  focuses  on
real is ing the aspirat ions  of  res idents  on the Stockf ie ld  Estate  and the wider
Acocks  Green area .

Play  in  Parks  forms part  of  the project  del ivery  over  the 5  years  and seeks  to
encourage act ive  community  part ic ipat ion f rom famil ies  and chi ldren.

For  2023 new partnerships  have been formed and Bost in ’  Creat ive  were brought
onboard to  manage the project ,  fac i l i tate  act iv i t ies ,  organise  playworkers/art ists
and br ing in  further  match funding.  

Bost in ’  Creat ive  were successful  in  gaining match funding v ia  Br ing I t  On Brum
(BIOB) .  This  funding al lowed us  to  access  further  support ,  enr ichment and
develop the exist ing play  in  parks  scheme.

SUMMARY 



Play  in  Parks  is  an open access  play
provis ion based in  the green space
and park  of  Stockf ie ld .  The purpose of
Play  in  Parks  is  to  encourage chi ldren
to use the park  whi lst  play  workers
are  on s i te  to  faci l i tate  play
opportunit ies .  

The playworkers  provide a  range of
di f ferent  act iv i t ies  for  the chi ldren in
the park  f rom team games to  arts  and
crafts ,  den bui lding,  and wide games.

Dur ing this  years  Play  in  Parks  scheme
the extra  funding f rom BIOB has
al lowed us  to  develop the act iv i t ies
and enr ichment gaining structure  to
the day ,  but  st i l l  a l lowing scope for
f ree  play .  

Every  morning open access  play  act iv i tes  were set  up around the park .  These
included sports  act iv i t ies ,  craft  act iv i t ies ,  dress ing up,  jewel lery  making,  loom-
band making,  and den bui lding as  regular  dai ly  act iv i t ies .  Added to  this  each
day were 1  or  2  focussed craft  act iv i t ies ,  p lus  a  food re lated act iv i ty .  



As part  of  the BIOB funding we were able
to gain  access  to  a  fantast ic  resource
‘Hakuna Fruitata ’ ,  th is  a l lowed us  to  have
80kg of  f resh f ruit  and veg del ivered
each week of  the scheme.  I t  a lso  a l lowed
us to  have pott ing and plant ing
resources ,  compost ,  seeds ,  pots  etc . .  We
were a lso  provided with 30 safety  knives ,
chopping boards  and bowls .   

The food act iv i ty  each day a l lowed us  to
use some of  the f resh f ruit  and veg to
create  mini  workshops ,  these included
understanding how to  cut  f ru it  and veg,
tast ing new foods ,  making f ruit  icecream
cones and general ly  a l lowing the
chi ldren to  have f resh produce to  snack
on whi lst  at  the park .  

We were a lso  jo ined by two nutr i t ional
students  f rom Loughborugh Univers i ty
who were able  to  lead a  fun f ruit /veg
workshop for  the chi ldren who attended.  

BIOB also  provided us  with booklets  for
chi ldren and thier  famil ies  to  take home,
which included recipes  and fun games.   

 



Lunch t imes were very  di f ferent  this  year  compared to  the scheme in  the past .
Previously  chi ldren would have returned home with/to  parents  to  use  the
toi lets  or  have a  snack .  This  year  due to  the added BIOB funding,  we were able
to gain  access  to  the Central  Food System,  which in  turn a l lowed us  to  br ing a
packed lunch to  a l l  those in  receipt  of  benef i t  re lated school  meals  taking part
v ia  the HAF programme.  Due to  the nature  of  how the scheme was run each day
we had surplus  food and were able  to  distr ibute this  across  to  a l l  of  the
chi ldren attending play  in  parks  and their  famil ies .  
Water  was  provided each day and chi ldren were encouraged to  br ing a  reusable
bott le  with them,  By  day 3  most  chi ldren were br inging water  bott les  and
hydrat ion was encouraged due to  the hot  weather .   

 

LUNCH 



Musical  Instrument  making/playing.
Prop making and story  te l l ing .
Clay  character  making and
animation.   

Every  afternoon ‘Enr ichment ’  was  the
main focus .  Each day a  di f ferent  art ist
v is i ted the park  and chidlren were able
to take part  in  act iv i t ies  that  they
wouldn’t  normal ly  have access  too .  

Some of  act iv i t ies  included:

 

Sports  and general  play  act iv ies
were a lso  avai lable  for  those
chi ldren who didn't  wish to  engage
in these enr ichment act iv i t ies .  But
i t  was  c lear  that  most  i f  not  a l l
chi ldren did partake .  

ENRICHMENT



Throughout  the 9  days  we were able  to
have members  f rom Stockf ie ld   
Community  Associat ion jo in  us  to  help
with del ivery  and also  speak to  local
parents/ famil ies .  

Fox Hol l ies  Chi ldren’s  Centre  and Ear ly
Years  Al l iance were a lso  in  attendance
across  the 9  days  to  of fer  support  to  local
famil ies  a long with s ignpost ing to
support  famil ies  that  may have needed
extra  help .

The re laxed nature  of  the scheme,  a l lows
not  only  chi ldren to  feel  l ike  that  have
access  to  play  and creat iv i ty ,  but  a lso
al lows parents/  carers ,  a  support ive
environment the chance to  ta lk ,  meet  new
people  and f ind v i ta l  information that
they may need help with dur ing di f f icult
t imes .  
 



Feedback forms answered by chi ldren
Verbal  feedback received by playworkers  dai ly  f rom parents  and chi ldren
attending the project
Information contained within  dai ly  observat ion sheets  completed by
playworkers  

BPCN and Bost in ’  Creat ive  have :

Analysed monitor ing information recorded dai ly  by  playworkers  on the project
(e .g .  demographics ,  locat ions  where famil ies  res ide ,  attendance counts  etc)

‘ T h e  s t r a w b e r r i e s  w e r e  r e a l l y  j u i c y !
I  l o v e d  t r y i n g  a l l  t h e  f o o d  a p a r t
f r o m  t h e  A v o c a d o . ’  

( C h i l d  a t t e n d i n g )

I  l o v e d  h a v i n g  t h e  c h a n c e
t o  p l a y  f o o t b a l l  w i t h
o t h e r s . ’  

( C h i l d  a t t e n d i n g )



 274 play  opportunit ies  were accessed by chi ldren dur ing the Play  in  Parks
project  over  9  day ’s  del ivery  ( 10-3pm)

On average we had 28 chi ldren attending per  day

 Chi ldren and famil ies  who attended were l iv ing in  postcodes      

 There  were marginal ly  more males  that  attended over  females .

The most  popular  age of  chi ldren attending was under  5 's  age range,  we
bel ieve this  i s  due to  many famil ies  with EY chi ldren wanting to  stay  a l l  day  in
the park .  
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KEY FINDINGS

‘  T h e r e  i s  s o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
t o  d o ,  I t ’ s  e n t e r t a i n n i g  f o r  t h e m  
a n d  f u n . ’

( P a r e n t  o f  c h i l d  a t t e n d i n g )



The total  number  of  chi ldren attending over  the 9  day per iod is :

2 7 4

Number  of  chidlren spl i t  into  di f ferent  age groups :

Under  5 's -   66

5-7  years  -  61

8-9  years  -  44

10-11  years  -  47

12-14  years  -  46

15  year  plus  -  10
 

 
•

KEY FINDINGS

‘ I t ’ s  been a  fantast ic
week.  I t ’ s  made the
hol iday go quickly !   

(Chi ld  attending)

‘C lay  model l ing ! ! !  
I ’ ve  never  even tr ied

this  before !  

(Parent  of  chi ld
attending)



FEEDBACK AND RESPONSES 

Feedback f rom chi ldren attending included:

 

‘Al l  the act iv i t ies  are
amazing,  especial ly  the

play  dough making’

(Chi ld  attending)

‘So much to  do ,
I ’d  normal ly  be
watching TV. ’  

(Chi ld  attending)

‘ This  has  been the best
thing I ’ve  ever  been too-

I t ’ s  heaven! ’

(Chi ld  attending)



DEVELOPMENTS FOR 2024

To look at  further  BIOB funding and other  funding streams to  cover  the costs   of
the del ivery  of  art  forms each day and development further  on these enr ichment
act iv i t ies .

To look at  further ing the food act iv i t ies  and potent ia l ly  appoint  a  lead faci l i tator
to  oversee/plan these act iv i t ies .

Develop ways  to  incorporate  local  volunteers  who could then be tra ined to
become playworkers  for  2025 .

Source funding and strategies  to  develop a  potent ia l  4  day Chr istmas schemes
and 4  day Easter  scheme.

Ident i fy  a  poss ible  ( female  only  group)  to  develop further  arts  explorat ion.  

Increase support  and presence at  the park  f rom neighbouring organisat ions ,  ie .
Community  pol ice .  

To  develop a  poss ible  partnership with Graham at  the local  church.

Potent ia l  hot  dinners  could be served f rom the church alongside cold packed
lunches

Toi lets  at  the church can be used i f  th is  partnership is  establ ished.  
 

 


