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BPCN would like to congratulate all the parks
that have been successful in securing Phase 2
Playbuilder money.

The successful 12 parks are:-

Farm Park in Sparkbrook, Yellow Park - Clifford Street in Newtown,
Digby Park in Small Heath, Comet Park in Bromford, Masefield
Square in Cotteridge, Highbury Park in Pineapple Estate Kings
Heath, Dell Meadow in Druids Heath, Selly Oak Park in Selly Oak,
Turnbury Park in Perry Beeches, Cannon Hill Park in Balsall Heath/
Selly Park, Churchill Road in Lozells, and Five Ways Pocket Park in
Fiveways/Lee Bank.

Here are a few words from Chris Johnson,
Policy and information officer, BVSC:-

Skills Day

Old Fallings Adventure Playground

Shirley Gayle's,( BPCN QDM) take on the day:

“The Skills Sharing day at Wolverhampton was an excellent event; with at least
140 participants present on the day. The event was held at a newly built
adventure playground which has some fantastic scenery.

There were four workshops of which | found the Inclusion workshop to be very
enlightening. The den building was good as you learnt how to secure and build
different types of dens. The creative workshop gave you new ideas which you
could take back to use with your club. Although | did take part in the fire play
work shop there was a nice smell of food in the air, participants also made
camp fires. On the whole it was a fun day and very much hands on. It was also
an ideal opportunity for settings to network and share good practice.”

Old Fallings Adventure Playground has its very own secret garden, sensory
room, and playworkers work has begun on the building which you will be able
to play in, play around and play on top of! In the mean time you can still play at
Old fallings Adventure Playground on our Secret Garden site. The building is in
its last stages of construction, but if you are looking for a venue that will inspire
play then please contact Old Fallings Adventure Playground.

Debbie and Eren’s Fire building workshop
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"Given that there was a short timescale in Phase 1, and most of the sites
selected were based on Constituency recommendations, it was agreed that
this year the process should involve the Community and Voluntary Sector (VCS)
at an earlier stage. In order to facilitate this VCS Matters, agreed to support the
process and help to engage VCS organisations, inviting them to attend a
workshop briefing held at BVSC, Digbeth and to submit proposals for sites.
Constituencies were also approached and in total of 24 sites were nominated.
Using the play deprivation criteria, and taking into account the proximity of other
Playbuilder sites, 12 Phase 2 sites were agreed by the Project Board sub-
group, including the VCS members. A list of the sites is attached.

Some of the sites that were rejected could not be approved due to factors such
as a lack of revenue funding for maintenance; the likelihood of major
development affecting the area/estate; and recent investment and renovation.
Otherwise the sites were supported according to the play deprivation scoring
system.

Following the site selection, consultation will take place with adults and children
living in the neighbourhoods local to the sites to identify suitable equipment and
developments, taking into account sustainability in all aspects. "
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Birmingham PlayCare Network

503b The Big Peg

120 Vyse Street

Jewellery Quarter
Birmingham B18 6NF

Tel: 0121 236 2917

Email: bpcn@bpcn.org.uk

Introducing the

Birmingham outreach team consists of a group of 4 workers
which aid the developments of both The National
Association of Toy and Leisure Libraries and to the settings,
parents, child carers and organisations we link with.

Provide information on toy libraries and
their purpose.

Introduce and liaise between service providers
offering or accessing a toy library service.

Provide help sheets and information on the
running of the service

Assist settings in locating and ordering stock

Sign post to other toy libraries in the
Birmingham area

Help set up Service Level Agreements
between centres.

Assist with the production of policies
and procedures.

Advice on relevant forms and data collection.
Assist on data bases and regular updated training.

Ongoing support with existing Toy Libraries.
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Email & large print version

We are happy to email Swings & Roundabouts or provide a Large
Print Version. For further details, or if you wish to be added to our
mailing list, contact our offices.

BPCN welcomes contributions to Swings & Roundabouits. If you have an interesting article you would like
to submit for inclusion please contact us. BPCN reserves the right to edit all copy received in order to fit
the space available. Opinions expressed in Swings & Roundabouts are not necessarily those of BPCN
or Birmingham Early Years & Childcare Team.

www.bpcn.org.uk
Caring About Play

National
Association
of Toy
and Leisure
Libraries

Information held with regards to toy libraries across the UK
can be found on the NATLL web site or
contact Gwyneth on Tel: 020 7428 2286 or Fax: 020 7428
2281 or email

‘Starting a Toy Library' packs and help sheets can be
downloaded from the NATLL website

The 70+ operational toy libraries across Birmingham are
listed at

To find out who your Outreach Worker is, or make an initial
contact, please contact:-

Jo Hill - 07823329287 Email: jo.c.hill@hotmail.co.uk
Chris Ward - 07823335579

Sara Reynolds - 07823329119

Joel Kempson - via Jo Hill

Job Opportunity

Establishment: Handsworth Day care centre

Address: 32-34 St peters road Handsworth Birmingham B20 3RR
Job title: Play worker

Hours: 7.30-9.00, 2.00-6.00 term time only 7.30-18.00 Holidays

Qualifications: NVQ level 3 or 4 in childcare and education
Salary: £6.00 per hour reviewed after 6 months
Contact Name: Ena Burke Telephone number: 01215237578

Do you have a job vacancy to fill? Please get in contact with
Fatima Bibi at BPCN to advertise for free.
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